
SCOTTISH BORDERS CULTURAL FORUM – May Gathering notes  

Bowhill House, 4th May 2016 

6.15pm - 8.00pm (preceded by a viewing at 5.30pm of the Scotstyle Exhibition at Bowhill House)Attendees:   

Caroline Adam, Dorothy Alexander, Heather Bolton, Frank Brown, Helen Currie, Jane Houston-Green, Emma 

MacLellan, Mary Morrison, Peter Munro, Ann Packard, Susan Taylor, Ian Tod, Paula Tod, Ellie Zeegen 

Summary:    

This was a lively meeting, with good social time over lovely food to start!   

The Forum is still finding it’s ‘form’ as it were, and the meeting ended with some clarity about the structure of future 

meetings – ie that they would remain informal, but have a structure.  The structure that was suggested was to have 

introductions round the room, followed by a 10-15 minute presentation from the host/relevant to the hosting venue 

event, which should enable some fresh thinking, some themes to run into discussion, some provocations or 

inspirations.    

This would then be followed by any matters decided important to discuss in the group, or following on from the 

presentation.   What everyone felt was really important and beneficial was the opportunity to talk about what we 

were up to, seek any support/advice from the group, and share information face to face. 

This gathering was ‘facilitated’ by Mary Morrison from CABN, but not in a formal chairing role.  It would be good to 

have someone from the Forum facilitating future events, depending on who is there on the night and who felt 

comfortable doing that. 

Notes from the discussion: 

Notes from the April Gathering were circulated and points raised for potential discussion. 

It would  be good to have a ‘delegate list’ on the evening.    To enable conversations and share information, it would 

also be useful for people to bring any event literature/cards along on the night. 

Everyone welcomed the lack of formality about the gathering.   Recognition that the Forum is a work in progress.   

Someone mentioned that they are already ‘namechecking’ the Forum, including in applications, to raise it’s visibility 

and re-inforce it’s importance.   Question re the name ‘Forum’ – is it too formal?  Fora, in it’s original definitionand 

general sense is ‘a meeting place for discussion of matters of public interest or a means through which such 

discussion can be conducted.’ 

Good to meet different people, but Forum should also be action based?    

Social Media/On-line linking:    Discussion followed around how we share what we do, with lots of on-line/social 

media suggestions about ‘snippets’ and sharing.  Is this happening already, or is there somewhere on-line this could 

happen?    

Suggestion to look at Built Environment Forum Scotland/RIAS for bulletin templates. 

Better to do visually via Instagram?  Is this happening to an extent already via CABN, or can CABN/Forum develop 

something more interactive? 

Conversation got back to ‘Why?’ are we here, important to ask the question and feeling was not to get too bogged 

down on on-line communications options, but rather maximise the opportunity to meet face to face and use the time 

well, when everyone so busy. 

Issue of how do we achieve continuity across meetings, when different people are there each time?   Someone 

commented ‘If we have a passionate aim, this will carry on through the groups/gatherings’. 



Tourism and Promotion:  There was a long discussion around tourism, around how to make what is happening here 

culturally more visible.  Examples eg Iceland ‘open doors’ were mentioned.    Clear info required, so visitors could see 

the richness, the individual, authentic experiences.   Link ups transport wise – Bowhill are going to running a bus to 

bring people.   Egs of visual mapping/brochures were brought up. 

This discussion ended with the question ‘Should we be involving ourselves in trying to solve tourism infrastructure 

issues?  Surely someone is already working on this?  There are obviously issues to discuss there, but we can’t solve it 

all as a Forum. 

Does the Forum have a role however to showcase to the wider public and to ‘lobby’ about the strength and quality of 

the arts and culture.    

Need to be ‘intellectual octopuses’ – networking with each other, with funders/supporters, with audiences and visitors. 

Feel that the Forum is already working, in terms of it’s aims to bring people together.  Conversations are ‘seeded’.   

One of the most beneficial parts of the evening came towards the end, when people shared what they were up 

to/developing or delivering.   We ran round the room and there was a good exchange of information, advice and 

contacts.    

 

The next June Gathering will be at the Borders Book Festival, Knight Frank Marquee, Harmony 

Gardens, Melrose 

2 pm – 4pm, Thursday 16th June 2016 (with the option of attending the Festival Opening Reception 

4.00pm – 5.00pm) 

 

 


