
SCOTTISH BORDERS CULTURAL FORUM – September Gathering Notes  

Eyemouth Hippodrome, 6pm-8pm, Thursday 1st September 2016 
  

Attendees:   Heather Bolton, Kate Borthwick, Wendy Dawson-Young, Karen Dick, Steve Douglas, Jim Gibson, 

Jennie Howes, David Lochhead, Peter Munro, Susan Garnsworthy, Ian Tod, Paula Tod, Keith Alexander, 

Martha Andrews, Gill Walton, Alister Lownie, Katherina Radeva, Mary Morrison, Jane Houston Green, Keiji 

Makino 

Summary:    

Following hot on the heels of the August Gathering of the Forum in Peebles and timed to tie in with their "Making 

Good Places" exhibition, this fifth gathering of the Forum took place at the Eyemouth Hippodrome.    The exhibition 

links with the 2016 Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design and features eight architects exploring the concept 

of good places.  The exhibition explores good places through examples of well-crafted cultural and community 

spaces and their context, prepared by the invited designers.  Featured designers included Richard Murphy Architects, 

Reiach and Hall, Garber James, Gaia Architects, Icosis and Malcolm Fraser.   

The Gathering was facilitated by Ian Tod…although it seemed to have a life of its own – a good thing!   And the food 

was fantastic! 

         

The format of the Gathering: 

 Intros round the room 

 Presentations:   Ian Tod talking about the Eyemouth Hippodrome – its evolution, vision and programming, 

and walked and talked us through the ‘Making Good Places’ exhibition.      Susan Garnsworthy outlined a 

proposal for joint bid for funds to celebrate next year’s themed ‘Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology’. 

 Follow up Q&A 

 Discussion of Topics, questions, comments, notices 

NOTES 

Intros Round the Room and some points arising/connections to be made: 

Gill Walton, Allanbank Arts -  recently had the Allanbank Arts Open Exhibition, with 65 artists taking part and over 

200 works of art. 

Kate Borthwick – works for Live Borders at the Abbey Row Centre. 

Peter Munro, Borders Family History Society – working on a World War I exhibition, keen to engage with schools. 

Jim Gibson and Martha Andrews – recently received funding to develop a film project on the Tweed Catchment Area.   

Will take a year – about the Tweed – from source to mouth, its built and natural heritage.  Plan is then to produce 

DVDs and have them available to schools and community groups. Funded by the Fallago Environment Fund.  

http://eyemouthhippodrome.org/
http://www.eventscotland.org/funding/year-of-innovation-architecture-and-design-2016
https://allanbankartists.wordpress.com/open-exhibition/


Alister Lownie and Katherina Radeva – Two Destination Language, have just moved to Duns (last week!) and keen 

to make connections.   Make contemporary performance work which explores boundaries in identity and culture. 

Katherina is a set and costume designer. 

Keith Alexander – Chair of Alchemy Film & Arts.  Alchemy Film & Moving Image Festival takes place in Hawick in 

spring time, and they are currently working towards representing Scotland at next year’s Venice Biennale with the 

work of artist Rachel MacLean. 

Steve Douglas – Steve is a maker, and is currently developing his work in wood turning. 

Jennie Howes – Jennie is a knitter, and designer and runs the St Abbs Wool Festival, which takes place on Saturday 

5th November at the Eyemouth Community Centre. 

Susan Garnsworthy – Creative Learning Manager, Live Borders – Susan’s role has changed since move from Scottish 

Borders Council to Live Borders on 1st April.  Previously, Susan managed the Youth Music Initiative (YMI) and arts 

activities with schools, but with the change over, YMI remained in Education Dept., SBC.  Susan is now focusing on 

supporting music outside schools through the Youth Music Forum and the Sound Cycle project.   Susan to speak about 

the Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology, as part of her role developing strategy bids to increase cultural 

tourism, alongside a focus on Literature Development. 

David Lochhead – Developing arts in the Lammermuirs to attract people to the area and develop a range of 

activities.  Have developed a public art strategy for the area, which is sparsely populated. 

Wendy Dawson-Young – Wendy is an artist, and part of WATCH Promotions, developing a programme of 

performance in local venues in the Lammermuirs, and hoping to branch out into incorporating visual arts into the 

programming. 

Heather Bolton – studied in London, printmaker, photographer, digital artist.   Moved to Duns recently, from the Lake 

District, and feels there is a more vibrant arts scene in the Borders.    

Keiji Makino – based at the Hippodrome with Ian and Paula, currently doing a PhD at Newcastle University into 

people’s interactions with environments.  Previously worked for the Japanese Government as an Architect and 

Diplomat.   Aims to create a cultural bridge between Scotland and Japan. 

Karen Dick – Karen is the Place, Partnerships and Communities Officer at Creative Scotland and works with local 

authorities and trusts to deliver Place Partnerships, which are focused in particular areas out with the main centres of 

population.   The Scottish Borders is a current Place Partnership, and is one within the South and West of Scotland.    

Karen also covers Moray, and areas who have Creative Place Awards, and links with the Regeneration Forum –SURF. 

Jane Houston Green – Actor, Director of Treading the Borders Theatre Company.  Jane is also an experimental 

filmmaker and part of the Moving Image Makers Collective and is currently developing 2 year plan for Treading the 

Borders. 

Paula Tod – Paula is an artist, and runs the Hippodrome with Ian Tod.   Paula is focusing on developing the music 

programme – no prejudices – seeking fresh thinking in terms of the programming!  Keen to develop Jazz – feels that 

traditional music is already well served.  Keen to develop audiences, including young people. 

 

 

Presentations: 

Ian Tod – spoke about the Hippodrome, its development, and how the space is used in different ways to 

accommodate different activities. 

http://www.twodestinationlanguage.com/
http://www.alchemyfilmfestival.org.uk/
http://www.skybluepink-designs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Abbs-Wool-Festival-231205380368994/timeline/
http://soundcycle.org/
http://www.treadingtheborders.org.uk/


Ian them spoke about the current exhibition – Making Good Places – for which he invited 8 architects/groups to 

exhibit.  There was a lot of dialogue in the development of the exhibition.  Ian was interested to develop dialogue 

around Arts and the Science of Place Making.    

Feels there is not enough dialogue around places and design.   Not all architects are the same, as not all playwrights 

are the same.   Ian asked the invited architects to think about process and show conception designs and working 

drawings, and wanted to avoid design work on houses, to focus more on communal spaces.  

It is the 500thAnniversary of the publication of ‘Utopia’ by Sir Thomas More.  The word Utopia has a double meaning 

in Greek, it means both no place and also good place.  Hence the title of the exhibition.  

The exhibition focuses on communal and social places ‘we make our places, and our places make us’.    

We then toured the exhibition, and broke for delicious, home baked food and cake before reconvening! 

 

 

 

Susan Garnsworthy spoke about a joint bid for funding to deliver an ambitious programme of events for next year’s 

Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology.  [see attached briefing paper].   Funding is being sought from the Fallago 

Trust, Heritage Lottery Fund, Museums and Galleries Scotland and Creative Scotland.    

Susan is linking with Chris Bowles in Scottish Borders Council, and the Borders Heritage Festival, which started on 1st 

September. 

Creative projects can help enable imaginative partnership working.   Aiming to have 5 signature events, possibly 

more.   Profile raising.   

Currently focusing on 1 year project, but looking at 5 year time line for sustainability. 

Title is ‘Borders: Where people, place and myth meet’ – though Susan is up for any other ideas!    

https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/heritagefestival


 

Topics raised/further discussion points: 

Borders are ‘unstable’ areas, but also very creative.   Someone mentioned an alternative title – ‘Borders: where 

people, place and myth collide’! 

Routes – criss-crossing the region, eg herring routes, cattle droves… 

The Borders was the centre of the world in the 8th Century, David Hume – The Enlightenment.  ‘The Debatable Lands’ 

– myth about the earth being red due to bloodshed. 

Ian Tod noted that last year the event funding relating to this Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design opening 

and closed very quickly (Event Scotland Funding).     

Note to look at Heritage Lottery Funding –  

Karen noted that Creative Scotland can fund projects related to the themed years through their Open Project 

Funding.    Suggested looking at the range of funding through the Heritage Lottery Funding, including Stories, Stones 

and Bones and Kick the Dust – which focuses on young people (11-25).    

Peter said that he would be interested in that, and engaging younger people with family history, and finds that 

schools struggle to fit into the curriculum. Though the Family History Society has a pack which can go into schools. 

Often depends on who you speak to in the schools, perhaps worth looking at informal education sector, outwith 

schools?   Connect with existing groups – via Youth Borders for example?   A good starting point is to ask young 

people what they would like to explore as a starting point. 

Berwick 900 was cited as an example of a good project where young people were involved in gathering stories. 

David mentioned Flodden 500 project, local writing group did 5 playlets as part of a walk, engaged a variety of 

people. 

Ian mentioned that the Hippodrome were working with Leeds College of Music on a project – POSTCARDS FROM 

EYEMOUTH.   People can engage with the project by sending ‘postcards’ or experiences in the form of a photograph, 

a sound…these will feed into final compositional pieces to be performed – ‘graphic compositions’.  

This idea could extend out to other places? 

Jane said that she was looking for historical/archaeologically interesting venues to host a short play by Israel 

Horowitz:  a 2 hander,  40 minute play about love and compassion.   Treading the Borders have previously performed 

work in unusual spaces, for example the picture gallery at Paxton House.  

Most successful concert at the Hippodrome so far was a morning coffee concert by a former student of Yehudi 

Menuhin.  Good to try different things/different timings. 

The Hippodrome has a Hammond Organ they would like to restore.    

Food as a  focus for an event…   Gill mentioned an event in Chirnside to celebrate the Anniversary of David Hume’s 

birth, where food from the Enlightenment era was served.  

 

http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-project-funding
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-project-funding
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/what-we-fund/community-heritage/stories-stones-and-bones
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/what-we-fund/community-heritage/stories-stones-and-bones
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/kick-dust


 

 

The next October Gathering of the Forum will be at WASPS Studios, Selkirk, Friday 30th September 6-8pm.  A  light 

buffet, teas and coffees will be provided.  Short presentations will be from: 

Fergus Watson, Tourism Business Adviser at Business Gateway will talk about his role at Business Gateway, how he 

supports businesses and examples of projects which have been developed over the last year.   

Mary Morrison , WASPS Artist  will talk about the WASPS Studios, the community of artists there and the impact on 

them of having a shared space.  She will also talk about the programme for the Open Studios and will give a tour of 

the exhibition in place.   

Mark Timmins, Creative Coathanger  will give a short presentation about the project.    

Fiona Sturgeon Shea of Playwrights' Studio Scotland will give a short presentation about the organisation and their 

mission and core work with playwrights in Scotland. 

 

 

 

http://selkirkwasps.com/

