
                      
 

      
 

 
 

Visual Artist and Craft Maker Awards: South of Scotland 2017-18 
in partnership with Creative Scotland 

 

Dumfries and Galloway Council, Live Borders, DG Unlimited and Upland in partnership with 

Creative Scotland are running a combined Visual Artist and Craft Maker Awards Scheme 2017-

2018.  The scheme is for individual artists and makers living and working in the Scottish Borders or 

Dumfries and Galloway. Artists and makers are eligible to apply for awards towards the cost of 

developing their creative practice.  Applicants must be able to demonstrate a commitment to their 

work – whether they are at an early or established stage of their practice - and to advancing their 

skills and ideas.  

 

Funds available 

Individual awards between £500 and £1,500 are available, which will assist artists and makers to 

develop and extend their own personal practice. Applicants are advised to request the appropriate 

amount required for the project, rather than automatically apply for the maximum grant available. 

The total budget available for the scheme running in 2017/18 is £13,100.   The Awards Panel 

reserves the right to offer an amount different to that requested. 

 

Applicants can apply for up to 90% of the total cost of their project. The applicant must fund a 

minimum of 10% of the project funds. Successful applicants will receive 85% of the awarded grant 

on signed acceptance of their contract. The final 15% of the grant will only be paid upon completion 

and receipt of an Evaluation Form at the end of their project.  

 

Deadlines  

 Round 1 deadline:    5pm, 4th October 2017* 

 Round 2 deadline:  5pm, 7th February 2018 
 
*if funds remain after Round 2, a 3

rd
 deadline for applications will be announced. 
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Completed applications (from Scottish Borders and Dumfries and Galloway) to be sent by 

post to:  

Kay McCluskey 

CABN, Arts & Creativity 

Live Borders 

St Mary’s Mill 

Selkirk, TD7 5EW 

or by e-mail to:   Kay.McCluskey@liveborders1.org.uk 

or can by hand delivered to: 

Mary Morrison, CABN at St Mary’s Mill, Selkirk, TD7 5EW 

Kay McCluskey, CABN at Room 302, Tower Mill, Kirkstile, Hawick, TD9 0AE (between 9.00am – 

12.30pm, Monday – Thursday only) 

 

Receipt of applications will be acknowledged – if you have had no contact within 5 working days 

please get in touch. 

 

Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application no later than 6 weeks after the 

published deadlines. 

 

Eligibility 

Applicants can only apply for a grant for projects which will begin 6 weeks after the published 

deadline they choose to submit an application to and be completed no later than 30th November 

2018. 

 

The funding will assist artists/makers with: 

 

 Researching new ideas and testing new ways of working 

 Advancing skills and developing new ideas 

 Costs of preparing for an exhibition (excluding time), which will significantly extend your 

practice 

 Experimenting with forms and materials 

 Research into potential collaborations and projects 

 Purchase of equipment if a strong case is made for it being necessary to the 

context/delivery of the project 

 Engaging with a Mentor* to support their practice/project 

 

The intention is that the fund will have a significant impact on applicant’s creative activity, and take 

their practice forward. 

 

mailto:Kay.McCluskey@scotborders.gov.uk
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*Using some, or all, of the award to cover the costs of engaging a Mentor. You can either nominate a Mentor 

within your application who you feel would fit your needs perfectly, or outline in your application the kind of 

support you wish to have from a Mentor, and CABN and the Award scheme partners will use their extensive 

networks within the South of Scotland to match you with a Mentor.    If you have a specific Mentor in mind, 

and they have a fixed fee, you can factor that in to your budget.   

 

Depending on the level of Mentoring support you require, we would suggest 2 days of your Mentor’s time 

within the context of a project across a longer timescale – covering an initial meeting, interim meeting, and a 

review meeting at the end of your project.   If you do not have a specific Mentor in mind who has a fixed fee, 

we would suggest budgeting for 2 days support @ minimum £150 per day for a mentor within your project 

budget.   

 

Projects that will not be eligible: 

 Applications from those studying full time or part time for a qualification related to their creative 

practice 

 Applications to run community/education projects 

 Projects requiring retrospective funds (i.e., those which have already started or have been 

planned to start before the notification deadline) 

 Projects with an emphasis on marketing and promotional activities (e.g. production of posters, 

catalogues, promotional websites, etc). Note - Production of a website or printed material may 

be eligible where they form an integral part of an art project 

 Applications for help with costs for time 

 Additional funding sought from projects which have already received funding from other 

Creative Scotland funds 

 Applications cannot be made simultaneously to this scheme, and to Creative Scotland for the 

same project.  It is however possible to apply subsequently to this scheme for a project which 

has been the subject of an unsuccessful application to Creative Scotland 

 Applications from artists and makers based  outwith the Scottish Borders and Dumfries and 

Galloway local authority areas 

 From applicants who have previously received funds from the South of Scotland Visual Artist & 

Craft Maker Awards more than once in the last 5 years 

 From applicants who are in receipt of an uncompleted 2016/17 South of Scotland Visual Artist 

and Craft Maker Award 

 From applicants granted an award under this 2017/18 South of Scotland Visual Artist and Craft 

Maker Awards, you will be excluded from applying for any future rounds within the same 

scheme. 

 

Criteria 

The quality of the applicant’s work is of primary importance. Successful applicants will have 

demonstrated a level of commitment to developing their skills and ideas - whether they are at an 

early or established stage of their practice - with the desire to expand their own personal practice.   
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Applicants will be assessed against the following criteria: 


 Quality of the applicants work in relation to contemporary practice and level of 

professional practice 

Quality of work is extremely important and this will be assessed from your written 

application, artist’s statement and CV as well as the supporting visual material. Providing 

clearly written text which is explanatory but also concise will help us to understand your work 

to date and what you are applying to do. Think about how your work relates to current, 

recent and historical practice as this will help us assess your work within a wider context.  

 

Your CV helps to show your track record as an artist or maker and demonstrate your current 

level of professional practice. In your CV put newest things first and take out any non-art 

related activities. This guide may also help http://www.artquest.org.uk/how-to-articles/artist-

cv/.  

 

Your supporting material should be of good quality and carefully selected to show your 

current work and back up your application. Ensure that it is clearly labelled and remember to 

complete the Image Submission Form. Make sure that your visual material is well 

photographed and that the standard of image is high. The panel want to see your work 

clearly so do avoid images that do not give a strong sense of the work. Good images show 

that you value your work and have a level of professionalism.  

 

If you are proposing to develop work in another medium – how does your choice of images 

support that move?  



 Commitment to the development of practice both conceptually and technically  

We are interested in your ideas and the methods you use to make work. Explaining your 

ideas in a straightforward way will help us to understand your application better. Consider 

how your proposal will help you to develop your work both practically and in relation to your 

ideas. The stage within your career or timing of proposal is also useful to think about.  

 

 How the funding requested will have a positive impact on the long term development 

of your practice that would be difficult to achieve without such support.  

Please give a clear outline as to how funding at this point will impact on your ongoing 

practice and your wider professional development as an artist. This may relate to other 

relevant projects or opportunities and how you best develop these. This is not a breakdown 

of your financial situation, personal circumstances or previous funding bids but rather how 

your project (or plan) will help your long term creative and professional development. Have a 

real reason for applying – don’t just cobble together an application for money as a panel can 

see through this.  

http://www.artquest.org.uk/how-to-articles/artist-cv/
http://www.artquest.org.uk/how-to-articles/artist-cv/
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 A clear plan of proposed activity that shows how funds will be used.  

Please give a clear budget that has a clear plan of how the funds will be used to support the 

development of your practice. Make sure the costs of the project are accurate and realistic. 

Some otherwise strong applications fall down on the budget being poorly thought through. If 

you need more assistance with pulling together a budget, the Cultural Enterprise Office has 

produced a very useful guide which you can download from their website - 

http://www.culturalenterpriseoffice.co.uk/resources/guide/budgets-guide/.  

  

 Cash/in kind contributions from other sources  

For artists applying to develop work specifically for an exhibition, it helps the panel to see 

the contribution from the gallery/organising venue involved. Please include this information 

particularly if this is a publicly funded gallery. Additionally, please note that hiring galleries to 

show your work is not a priority for these funds.  

 

The focus of this fund is to support new opportunities for creative development and the 

change that this can bring to your practice. Whilst we recognise that artists/makers time is 

crucial to creating new work or undertaking professional development activities we are not 

able to support day to day living costs or replace other income.  

 

For the purposes of this application any time contribution is viewed as in-kind contribution 

and part of your professional practice. However, we would like to better understand the 

nature of this contribution so please provide the information as indicated in section 4 of the 

application.    

 

 

How to apply 

 Applications can be delivered by post or by e-mail.  Note that the application form must be 

signed if in hard copy, and all supporting material must be clearly labelled. 

 The application may be typed or handwritten (if handwritten, please write clearly in black ink 

using block capitals); if typed please aim to retain format of form. If you require the form in a 

format other than Microsoft Word or pdf – please contact Kay McCluskey at CABN on 

Kay.McCluskey@liveborders1.org.uk. 

 Applications must be submitted using the official Application Form and be returned by the stated 

deadline.  

 Applications MUST be accompanied by an up to date CV and Artists’ Statement. 

 If you are applying for a Mentor, and have nominated a particular person as your Mentor, please 

provide either a CV or a web link for their work/experience. 

 Applications may be accompanied by up to 6 images showing examples of recent work.  These 

MUST be in digital format.  Please ensure all images supplied in a digital format are supplied on 

a CD or by e-mail attachments*  as follows:  

http://www.culturalenterpriseoffice.co.uk/resources/guide/budgets-guide/
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Labelled as:      number.artist name_title of work_year of work 

 

JPEG or TIFF/TIF format:.  Please keep the image sizes to around 1MB each maximum, no 

more than 8MB for all images.   

 

We will be viewing them on a pc so please ensure they can be opened on a pc (If you are sending 

from a Mac please attach your images as a zip file).   Applications will not be considered unless this 

visual material is submitted and accompanied by the official Image Submission Form.  

 

 Supporting materials – including DVDs, weblinks, videos or publications can also be submitted.  

Please provide a full list of any supporting materials (this is additional to the Image Submission 

Form).    Please submit only materials which are relevant to the proposed project.  Supporting 

material will be returned if the applicant supplies a SAE 

  No responsibility will be accepted for loss or damage to submitted material. 

 

*if e-mailing your application, please ensure you send images as individual or zipped attachments rather than 

via a web hosting service as we are unable to access these through our IT system.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact 

Should an applicant wish to discuss any aspect of submitting an application – this is strongly 

recommended - please contact Mary Morrison (Scottish Borders) or Amy Marletta (Dumfries and 

Galloway):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Morrison 

Creative Leader, CABN : Creative Arts Business Network  

Arts & Creativity 

Live Borders 

St Mary’s Mill 

Selkirk 

TD7 5EW 

Tel: 01750 726400  

Mob: 07789 944 993  

Email: mmorrison@liveborders1.org.uk  

 

Amy Marletta 

Professional & Talent Development Manager, Upland 

c/o Gracefield Arts Centre 

28 Edinburgh Road 

Dumfries 

DG1 1JQ 

Tel:  07871201473 

Email: amy@weareupland.com 


